The Blackstone Valley Mill Plate
from the
Massachusetts Environmental Trust

The Blackstone Valley, running through the central part of the st
was the birthplace of the American industrial revolution. It was o

ate,
n this
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mill. This development led to a profound change in the
Massachusetts landscape as mills and cities grew around
rivers that could power the industry.

Offered since 1999, the Blackstone Valley Mill Plate
highlights the need to restore our urban rivers and streams to
enhance their ecology and improve the health of riverfront
communities.

Many communities have found that transitioning from
industrial economies to more diverse economies can be
assisted by the redevelopment of riverfronts.

The legacy of our industrial history remains in many of our
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cities. Contamination in sediment and lingering water quality

impairments can make contact with the rivers unhealthy. Outdated and
unused dams make rivers impassible for fish and present hazards to

people. Aging sewer infrastructure and paved surfaces add new
pollutants to the waters.

The Massachusetts Environmental Trust supports projects throu

ghout

Massachusetts with these license plates. Protection and restoration of

rivers, estuaries, and groundwater supports the people, natural

resources, and economic development of communities statewide.




